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Preamble

The Dublin Regional Authority at its meeting on 18th September, 2007 discussed the Department of Transport Statement of Strategy for 2008-2010 and herein submits its comments and recommendations as part of the consultation process. 
In preparing this report, the Authority drew on the extensive knowledge and experience of its members and the members of the Operational Committee.
Bronwen Maher
Councillor Bronwen Maher,

Cathaoirleach
1.
Introduction

The Dublin Regional Authority is one of eight regional authorities established in Ireland in 1994.  The Dublin Region comprises the administrative areas of Dublin City Council, South Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and Fingal County Council.

The Dublin Regional Authority, which is composed of 30 elected representatives nominated by the constituent local authorities, is concerned with, (1) achieving a clear vision for the Dublin region and (2) developing a regional identity which draws together the various strands of the Dublin region.

In the discharge of its functions, the Authority is supplemented and assisted by an Operational Committee, which comprises the Chief Executives of the constituent local authorities and public service agencies operating within the region.  The Authority, through its EU Operational Committee, is also responsible for the regional monitoring and review of the National Development Plan and EU funds.

2.
Strategic Direction
The Dublin Regional Authority recommends that the Department, in developing its strategic direction and high level goals, should place strong emphasis on the following:-

· Facilitating the implementation of Transport 21 and other transport projects of national interest contained in the Local Authority Development Plans

· Completing all other outstanding transport projects identified in the DTO Strategy A Platform for Change

· Building a high quality, sustainable and integrated transport system for the citizens of Dublin, for commuters from outside the Region, and for the Region’s tourists
· Providing a comprehensive network of cycle lanes, particularly off-road cycle lanes
· Providing a comprehensive network of park and ride facilities within the Greater Dublin Area
· Enabling Dublin Bus, through higher subsidies, to provide a full and comprehensive service in both urban and rural areas, eliminating their need to operate on a ‘for profit’ basis
· Developing a local school transport project on a pilot basis in the Dublin Region
· Completing a comprehensive network of ‘high quality’ QBCs

· Undertaking the completion of the Sutton to Sandycove Promenade and Cycleway project.
3.
Key Recommendations
3.1
The Statement of Strategy should address the following issues:-  

· Some projects will be procured on a PPP basis

· That Government will assess the implications for electricity generation if Irish Rail’s electrification programme is implemented in line with the timeframe of Transport 21

· Completion of the QBC project

· Significant increase in capacity of the Dublin bus fleet, particularly low-floor vehicles
· A gradual but significant increase in the pedestrianisation of the city centre

· Increased residential and commercial development along the public transport corridors.

3.2
It is assumed that many projects identified in Transport 21 will be procured, constructed and completed during the period 2008-2013.  Specifically, it is assumed that before 2013 the following projects will be fully operational:

· M50 widening and barrier free tolling

· Metro North

· LUAS lines to the Docklands, Cherrywood, Lucan, City Centre Link and City West

· The Spencer Dock Rail Station

· DART upgrades to Balbriggan and Hazelhatch

· Rail lines to Clonsilla and Navan

The Dublin Regional Authority also expects the rail interconnector and Metro West to be under construction during this period.  Therefore, the Dublin Regional Authority recommends that the Department’s Statement of Strategy includes a timetable of project commencements and completions to more easily track progress.
3.3 The Dublin Regional Authority further recommends that other major projects not included in Transport 21, but that will be under construction over this period, should be included in the Statement of Strategy - for example, (1) Dublin Airport, the DAA’s expansion of its capacity in phased developments to some 33 million passengers by 2020 and (2) Dublin Port, significant investment will be made to address the capacity deficit at Dublin Port, this may include the opening of a new port at Bremore.  If they were approved by Government, both developments would require significant investment in supporting infrastructure by Fingal County Council, a fact which should be address in the Statement of Strategy.
3.4
As the Eastern By-pass is not part of Transport 21, no provision is being made for this major project, nor is any provision included for the proposed Outer Orbital Ring Road around the city-region.  The Dublin Regional Authority recommends that the Statement of Strategy make reference to these future projects including an estimated timeline for commencement.

3.5
The Dublin Regional Authority recommends that it represent the four Local Authorities on the Dublin Transportation Authority and that this representation be equal to, at least, half of the entire membership of the DTA.  The DRA further recommends that the DTA will assume the current role and responsibilities of the DTO and the Dublin Transport Management Office.

4.   
Local Investment Requirements
4.1
The Dublin Regional Authority considers that significant capital investment will need to be allocated to the Dublin Local Authorities towards the provision of supporting infrastructure which is essential if the following projects are to proceed within the time scale envisaged in Transport 21:

· Metro North

· LUAS lines

· DART and rail improvements

· Dublin Airport

· Dublin Port/Bremore

Specifically, the four Dublin Local Authorities will need to procure and construct local roads, park and ride facilities, access to public transport facilities, bridges and works to divert traffic away from major construction sites.  The Dublin Regional Authority recommends that the Statement of Strategy make a commitment to provide funding to assist local authorities in the provision of locally important non-national roads infrastructure on a more comprehensive basis, where the use of development contributions is not feasible due to the scale of the projects (for example, where a new rail crossing is required).  These roads are crucial for the release of lands for development which will enable the delivery of the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area and the National Spatial Strategy planning policies.
4.2
The following roads projects are of regional and national strategic value and will be undertaken in the period to 2010.  These projects together with other roads projects, which have yet to be identified will require an element of capital funding directly to Local Authorities from the exchequer:-
	Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council

· Provision of the Eastern By-Pass

· Widening of the South Eastern Motorway to 3 lanes from Sandyford to the M11

· Widening of the M11 to 5 lanes from M50 junction to Kilmacanogue


	Fingal County Council

· Baldoyle to Blanchardstown Airport Road

· N3/N4 Link

· Motorway to Bremore Port

· Western Bypass of Swords



	Dublin City Council

· Macken Street Bridge  (new)

· Dodder Bridge at Dublin Port (new)

· East Wall Road (improvements)

· Malahide Road/North Fringe (new network)

· Finglas/Ballymun (improvements)

· Pelletstown/Ballyboggan/River Road (improvements)

· Military Road to Heuston Station (new network)

· Cherry Orchard/Park West (access roads)


	South Dublin County Council

· N7 to Kildare County Boundary

· N4 to Leixlip

· M50 3rd lane

· Monastery Road – part of the National Primary network

· Newlands Cross Improvements

· Green Route (Ballyboden to Grange Road)

· Outer Ring Road (Phase 2 and 3)

· Belgard Road to Outer Ring Road

· N4 – N7 Western Route

· Western Route to Nangor Road

· Nangor Road Realignment

· Newcastle Road Realignment

· Western Route - Peamount to Celbridge Road

· Western Route – Aylmer to Peamount


5.
Strategic Studies

The Dublin Regional Authority believes that the highest priority should be given to the completion and/or publication of the following studies as soon as possible so that their findings can inform strategic decisions about future public transport infrastructure and traffic management initiatives:

· Feasibility of the Eastern By-pass (As of September 2007 an engineering and feasibility study has been completed and submitted to the Department of Transport).  
· Scoping of the Dublin Outer Orbital Ring Road (In April 2007, the NRA completed an updated feasibility study which built on an earlier 2001 study.  A corridor linking Drogheda to Navan to Naas was identified as the optimum route). 

· Up-dating of the DTO’s Platform for Change to take account of Transport 21 and the projected surge in population working and living in the Greater Dublin Region (the DTA should be responsible for this project)

· A comprehensive traffic management plan for the Dublin Region which would seek to provide an integrated public transport solution which takes account of  road safety strategy measures such as the use of safety and red light cameras (a possible project for the DTA)

· A study to assess the implications for residential, commercial, industrial and amenity use to take account of the opening of new or expanded transport facilities, including airport and port expansions (the DRA could coordinate this significant project).

It is critical that the Region builds appropriate infrastructure ahead of demand whenever possible. To achieve this evidence about transport demand, patterns of movements, environmental impacts and commuting trends needs to be to hand. The studies above-mentioned will provide the Dublin Regional Authority, working closely with the new Dublin Transportation Authority, with the raw data which will better inform decisions on the Region’s investment in public transport facilities and associated traffic demand management measures.

6.
Current Measures
The Dublin Regional Authority requests continuing support for the following measures which are explained in some detail in the City and County Council Development Plans:

	Cycle lanes and facilities

	Pedestrianisation

	Traffic management 

	Walking routes in tourism areas

	QBCs

	Non-national roads

	On and off street parking

	Signage and signals

	Disability access

	Traffic calming initiatives

	Safe school traffic zones


Among the projects with the highest priority are the following:      

· Completion of orbital and radial QBC measures including links between QBC and rail stations

· Local bus services

· Additional bus depots

· Provision of cycle networks and parking access

· Implementation of demand management strategy

· Regional Traffic Management (improved ITS systems)

· Improved access to Dun Laoghaire Port

· Monkstown Ring Road

· Greystones Southern Access

· Outer Ring Road – Lucan to N2

· Ongar Road

· Pedestrianisation improvements

7.
Docklands Development
In addition to the measures mentioned above, the Dublin Regional Authority believes that additional resources should be allocated towards a major transport initiative which would focus on the needs of businesses, workers and residents in the Docklands. When the Docklands development is complete it will be the size of a large town, yet the entire area lacks adequate public transport and the roads infrastructure is not designed to meet future requirements. This problem has been exacerbated since the Port Tunnel opened. While the construction of the Macken Street Bridge will help matters, there are a number of other priority projects which should be funded over the next few years. Specifically, resources are needed for the following projects which are not covered by Transport 21:

· QBCs on full length of North and South Quays

· New Bridge to connect South Quays to East Link

· Additional bus services within the Docklands area
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