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Dublin Regional Authority establishes the Dublin Bay Task Force

As part of the Programme for Government a commitment was made to establish a Dublin Bay Task Force to maximise the potential of the Bay for the people of Dublin.   

Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government mandated the Dublin Regional Authority to lead and facilitate the establishment of the Dublin Bay Task Force and to progress the work of preparing a Master Plan for Dublin Bay.

The geographical area of Dublin Bay for the remit of the Task Force is to encompass the full Bay area from Howth Head to Dalkey including the port areas of Dublin and Dun Laoghaire.

On Wednesday, 16th July, 2008 the Task Force was launched by Minister Gormley and the first meeting was held.  The Task Force will be Chaired by Councillor Bronwen Maher and at the first meeting Councillor Maher made the following statement:

“Dubliners love their Bay and that is why we are here today.  We want it protected, managed, and developed in a sustainable and sensitive manner.  There are many stakeholders who quite rightly have a huge bond with the Bay and wish to influence and be part of the process that will determine the long-term future for the Bay and through this process I hope to engage them all.

In its March 2006 report, the Dublin Regional Authority set out the issues facing those of us who want to see the Bay develop in a sustainable way.  The report pointed out that we have many agencies and authorities doing their best for the Bay but in an uncoordinated manner.  We have initiatives aplenty, some sitting on shelves and some under active consideration; but nobody is taking the lead to advance a coherent master plan and strategy for the Bay.

Government is aware of this situation and that is why there is a commitment in the Programme for Government to the setting up of a Dublin Bay Task Force.  We have an important job to do over the next 18 months or so.

One of our tasks will be to define the area that might be covered by the proposed Master Plan.  To my mind we have to be practical and political, practical in the sense of not setting arbitrary limits for the scope of the Plan’s coverage; and political in the sense that very many Wards abut the Bay and we need to listen to the views of these communities and their local representatives.  Of course, deciding the geographic scope of the project will depend not only on political boundaries, but on topographical boundaries as defined by the Special Areas of Conservations and the National Heritage Areas; infrastructural boundaries, e.g. road and rail; and others.  We do not need to take a decision today on the coverage but I would welcome views from all concerned about this issue.

I further welcome your inputs about the scope of the proposed Master Plan that the Minister has asked us to prepare.  To my mind, the highest priority must be the natural environment and conservation.  The Master Plan will have to balance the development requirements of Dublin Port and the Dublin Docklands Development Authority against the need to sustain, and if needs be, extend Special Areas of Conservation along the coast.  There are many area of interest around the Bay including the Blackrock Baths and Dun Laoghaire Harbour.
The Plan will also have to consider the impacts of future developments insofar as climate change is concerned.  

As Chair of the Task Force, it is my hope that we can, subject to the Minister’s agreement, put the Master Plan to international tender before the end of this year.  As the Dublin Bay Task Force, we will prepare over the coming months a detailed Request for Tender which will include quite precise Terms of Reference for this project. 

A stakeholder consultation process will be an essential element in the development of a Master Plan for Dublin Bay and when the Terms of Reference and Tender brief have been agreed, it is my intention that a series of public consultation meetings will be held.  The public meetings held by the Dublin Regional Authority in 2006 gives us, I believe, a forum through which comprehensive consultation on the Master Plan can be channelled.

I am excited about this project.  With the assistance of international experts we will have for the first time ever a full audit of the Bay and its immediate hinterland. The environmental challenges facing the Bay and its natural features and habitats will be considered in the context of optimal land and marine use. Best international practice will inform whatever decisions need to be taken about the future of the Bay.

I look forward to working closely with you over the coming months to help achieve this vision for Dublin Bay which sees this great natural asset and habitat used in a sustainable manner for the citizens of Dublin.”
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